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Read me now - Urgent and important information

PVI Providers offering Funded Places

The Provider Agreement and associated documents will be sent out this week. If you are wanting to offer
funded places at any point during the 2026/27 financial year (1 April 2026 — 31 March 2027), even if you
don’t currently have funded children, please read all documents thoroughly and ensure you return the
necessary documents as stated on the cover letter by 20" March 2026.

Payments from 1°* April 2026 can only be made if this agreement is returned.

Everyone is talking about Speech, Language and Communication

During 2026 a communication strategy, developed by the Speech and Language Team, will be sent out each
month with key messages, tips and resources for parents and practitioners to promote quality interactions.
These posters and resources will be emailed out directly each month and can be used within settings and
shared with parents. Watch this space .... our "Year of Communication" starts next week.

Disability Access Funding

The amount of Disability Access Funding available is increasing to £975 per year from 1% April 2026. As we
reach the end of our financial year, any applications received in March 2026 will be held and paid at the end
of April 2026, on the 2026-27 rate of £975.

Agreement Trialling for Colleagues in Reception

This term we will focus on Reading and Understanding the World as we have significant gaps to National in
each of these areas, with Reading being our biggest gap.

We will also be offering SEND support during these discussions.
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UKHSA advice to stop using non-sterile alcohol-free wipes

UKHSA and MHRA have reiterated their guidance advising against the use of four specific non-sterile alcohol-
free wipe products due to an ongoing risk of infection associated with their use. The affected products are
ValueAid Alcohol Free Cleansing Wipes, Microsafe Moist Wipe Alcohol Free, Steroplast Sterowipe Alcohol
Free Cleansing Wipes and Reliwipe Alcohol Free Cleansing Wipes. Itis also advised that non-sterile alcohol-
free wipes of any type or brand should not be used for first aid, applied on broken or damaged skin, or used
for cleaning intravenous lines.
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Leadership Network

The Spring Term Leadership Network scheduled for 18" March 2026 is now just two weeks away!

We are delighted to share that we have secured two guest speakers for this network; Jude Simpson, Early
Years Senior HMI Ofsted will be joining us to share further information on inspection activities and the
practicalities of inspection under the new Education Inspection Framework and Bethan Spiers- Davies -
Virtual Schools, who will be sharing information regarding guardianship and kinship arrangements.

This exciting in-person network will also feature a stall from TTS, highlighting some of their high-quality
education supplies, as well as stalls from Oral Health and Healthy Little Minds.

If you would like to attend, please return a Network Membership Form before booking a place.

Read when you get a moment - Information you might find interesting
The Masked Singer x Do Something Big: Little Makers is here!
The Do Something Big campaign has partnered with ITV's The Masked Singer to create Little Makers - a three-
part series where a mystery celebrity surprises a real nursery, joins children and early years educators in
creative activities, and has a big reveal. Featuring Joel Dommett alongside a Masked Singer character, with
their identity revealed in Episode 3. It's a warm, engaging way to show the creativity and fulfilment of early
years careers.
You can find clips from episodes 1 & 2 across the Masked Singer socials:

Tiktok: https://www.tiktok.com/@maskedsingeruk?lang=en

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/maskedsingeruk/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/maskedsingeruk/

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@themaskedsingeruk

If you get a chance to like, share or engage with the content on socials, that would be a huge help in getting
it out to people who might be open to considering a career in early years.

Safeguarding Updates

Reducing Parental Conflict -Training opportunity

Equation is offering free training to help practitioners recognise early signs of parental conflict and respond
effectively. persistent conflict can deeply affect children. Practitioners can play a powerful role in spotting
concerns early and offering support that enables families to thrive. This training is online and you can Click
here to find out more

East Midlands Reducing Parental Conflict (RPC) Conference 2026

The East Midlands Reducing Parental Conflict (RPC) Conference 2026 is taking place this week as a series of
free, online sessions for professionals working with children, families and parents - each looking at parental
conflict through different lenses - including practice, systems, workforce development and lived experience.

All session details and booking links can be found on the new regional website
https://www.eastmidsrelationships.org/professionals and you can download full rundown of what is
available here.

Please do not reply to this email.
You have received this email because you are an Early Years Provider in Nottingham City or you have
specifically requested receipt of this bulletin.
For the latest, and previous, copies of this bulletin, please go to ‘Stay Connected with Early Years’ on
our Early Years Website. You can also follow us on X @Earlynottingham
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