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	Disability Access Fund


What is the Disability Access Fund?

The Disability Access Fund (DAF) is part of the early years national funding formula introduced in April 2017. The DAF provides additional funding to support early years providers make reasonable adjustments to enable children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) access their funded early years entitlement hours. 

From April 1st 2026 the Disability Access Fund is £975.00 per year for eligible children including 9 month to 4years olds in receipt of DLA.  Funding will be paid per year directly to one childcare provider/school nominated by the parent. The DAF is not based on an hourly rate and is an additional entitlement payable as a lump sum.
What are the eligibility criteria?

· The child is in receipt of Disability Living Allowance (DLA) 
· The child is in receipt of an early years entitlement place and aged 9 months to 4 years.
· The child is not attending a reception class in a primary or infant school/academy 
Additional criteria

· Children do not need to take up all of their early education funded hours to be able to access the DAF
· If a child is accessing their early education entitlement at more than one provider, the parent must nominate which provider will receive the DAF payment – the payment cannot be split
· The early years provider will decide how the Disability Access Fund will be spent in partnership with the parent
· Funding cannot be used to pay for additional hours
· Once funding for the year is paid, it will not be reclaimed even if the child leaves the setting

·  If a child receiving DAF moves from one setting to another within a financial year, the new setting is not eligible to receive any Disability Access Funding for this child within a year of the first application made.

Identifying eligible children
Early years providers are ultimately responsible for identifying eligible children. Providers should speak to parents in order to find out if their child is eligible for the DAF. A copy of the DWP Award letter stating ‘About Your Claim’ must be submitted.
Providers must ensure parents complete the DAF declaration which can be found in the Parent and Provider Agreement for Free Entitlement Hours for Eligible 9months to 4 Year Old Children, and the DAF application form attached.
Providers must also gain evidence that the child is in receipt of DLA. This information must then be shared with Nottingham City Council with parental consent. 
How to claim the DAF









Links and Useful information:
*Nottingham City Council - Parent and Provider Agreement for Free Entitlement Hours for Eligible 9month to 4 Year Old Children:
2026-27 Provider Agreement 
Early years national funding formula- operation guide-2026-2027: 
Early years entitlements: local authority funding operational guide 2026 to 2027 - GOV.UK
Early education and childcare- statutory guidance for local authorities- March 2026:
Early education and childcare - GOV.UK
SEND Code of Practice:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25 
Useful resources

Help for early years providers : Support for practitioners
Disability Access Fund Application Form
Children between 9 month and four years old children who are in receipt of the Disability Living Allowance and are receiving the free education entitlement for working/disadvantaged parents are eligible for the Disability Access Fund (DAF). The DAF is paid directly to the child’s early years provider as a fixed annual rate of £975.00 per year per eligible child from 1st April 2026.
The DAF provides additional funding to support early years providers make reasonable adjustments to enable children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) access their early years entitlement. 

In order for your early years provider to claim for the DAF for your child, please complete and return this form to your child’s provider along with a copy of your child’s Disability Living Allowance confirmation letter from the DWP that states ‘ABOUT YOUR CLAIM’. 
	Child’s legal first name
	
	Home Address, including postcode:

Working Parent/ Universal/both

	Child’s legal surname
	
	

	Child’s Date of Birth
	
	


Name of early years provider you wish to receive DAF funding (If your child’s funded hours are split between two early years providers you must nominate one setting to receive the DAF):







NCC collects, holds and processes information, including personal information to allow it to provide services effectively. To access NCC Privacy Statement please go to: www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/privacy-statement/
Parent/Carer – Relationship to child: Mother/Father/Carer (please Circle)�
�
Parent Forename: �
�
�
Parent Surname: �
�
�
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yy)�
�
�
�
�
National Insurance or National Asylum Support Service Number �
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



Section 7: Disability Access Fund 


Children aged between 9months to 4 Year’s who are in receipt of child Disability Living Allowance and are receiving an entitlement place are eligible for the Disability Access Fund (DAF). DAF is paid to the child’s early years setting as a fixed annual rate of £975 per eligible child  





Is your child in receipt of Disability Living Allowance (DLA)�
Yes  �
No�
�
If your child is splitting their entitlement across two or more providers please nominate the main setting where the local authority should pay the DAF�
Setting Name�
�












Step 1











Provider identifies children eligible for DAF

















Provider obtains proof of eligibility from parent (DLA Award Letter) this must read ‘ABOUT YOUR CLAIM’ and not ‘ABOUT YOUR PAYMENT’








Step 2








Parent signs the DAF Declaration (Parent and Provider Agreement form*) and completes the DAF Application form (attached)








Step 3








Provider countersigns the completed DAF Application form:


PVI: submits to Early Years as instructed along with proof of eligibility. 


Schools: to retain a copy.








Step 4








PVI:  Once Early Years have received and administered the application, payment will be made.


School identifies on the January census report, children eligible for DAF and are paid by school finance.








Step 5














Parental Consent and Declaration


I declare that:


I am the parent/ legal guardian of the child named on this form


I have provided evidence that my child is in receipt of child Disability Living Allowance


I confirm that my child attends and is claiming their free early education at the early years provider named above


I consent to the information I have provided to be shared with Nottingham City Council


I understand that if I move my child to another early years provider that the DAF funding is not transferable.


Signature of parent/guardian:





Print name:                                





Date: 





IMPORTANT: Once signed, please return this form to your childcare provider
































Provider Check


I confirm that the child named above attends and claims all or part their Early Education entitlement at this provision. I have attached official documentation validating the child’s eligibility for Disability Living Allowance. 


I confirm that this funding must be used to support the named child to access their Early Education entitlement by making reasonable adjustments to remove any barriers. I confirm that this funding will not be used to pay for additional hours.





Signature of Provider: ……………………………………………………………………………………..           Date: ………………………………………..





Print name: …………………………………………………………………………            Position held: ……………………………………………………….





IMPORTANT: PVI’s please scan and email completed signed form along with supporting documentation to: 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:eyfssend@nottinghamcity.gov.uk" �eyfssend@nottinghamcity.gov.uk� . Schools: Please retain a copy for your records and add children to January Census . 













