Guidance on completing statutory advice towards the EHC Plan
· Please ensure that you complete in full the box on the first page of the form which states who has completed the report and on what date.

· The information submitted in this report should build upon and update (where necessary) rather than repeat information that has already been gathered from the child or young person and their family. Information that has already been received will be sent to you for information.
· You may have already contributed existing reports to the first stage of the EHC assessment, however relevant information from these will need to be included in this form. 
· You should ensure that the information you provide is relevant to your area of expertise.  

General points

Please ensure that you address the following in writing your advice:

· The advice should be written in a clear and accessible style.
· Jargon should be avoided and technical terms and concepts should be explained.
· Abbreviations should be avoided except where they are used repeatedly and only after they have been exemplified.
· Always include the name and full role titles of any professionals referred to.
· Always refer to the young person, parents and/or professionals in the text of your advice when you are reporting their comments.
· Always include the date of professional reports/advices/letters when these are referred to in the text of your advice.
· When stating your opinions in the text, always use a form of words that makes it clear that these are your views.
· It is important to state whether information, that would normally be expected, was unavailable or incomplete (eg, not being able to see the child and/or parents, not being able to assess a child in a school context, etc) and how this might affect the degree of certainty about the conclusions and recommendations for the child.

Outcomes

· This section should contain outcomes for the child or young person relevant to each of their identified needs (an outcome is defined within the SEN Code of Practice as ‘the benefit or difference made to an individual as a result of intervention’). 
· Outcomes underpin and inform the detail of EHC Plans. 

· Goals are those that the child or young person could realistically be expected to achieve within 12 months, while long-term outcomes are more aspirational. 
· When considering outcomes, it is important to consider both what is important ‘to’ (personalised) and ‘for’ (specific, measurable, achievable, realistic and time bound – SMART) the child or young person. 

· Outcomes should also reflect forward plans for key changes in a child or young person’s life such as a change of school or preparing for adulthood. 

· Outcomes are not a description of the service being provided. 
Provision 
· The provision should help the child or young person achieve an outcome, it is not an outcome in itself.
· There should be provision for each identified need and its related outcome and it must be clear how the provision will support the outcome to be achieved.  
· It should be clear who will deliver the provision, as well as the funding source if appropriate. 
· It is not appropriate to recommend support from another agency unless you have consulted with them and they are in agreement. An alternative would be to recommend that another agency carry out their own assessment in order for them to determine appropriate input. 

Special educational provision
· Is additional to or different from that which is normally available. Provision must be detailed and specific and should normally be quantified, for example, in terms of the type, hours and frequency of support and level of expertise. It should specify facilities and equipment, staffing arrangements and curriculum (including any appropriate modifications/exclusions to the National Curriculum along with alternative provision to maintain a balanced and broadly based curriculum). 

Health provision
· Provision must be detailed and specific and should normally be quantified, for example, in terms of the type of support and who will provide it. 

· It must be clear how the provision will support the outcomes, including the health needs to be met and the outcomes to be achieved through provision secured through a personal (health) budget. 

· Health care provision reasonably required may include specialist support and therapies and could include specialist services. 

· The local authority and CCG may also choose to specify other health care provision reasonable required by the child or young person, which is not linked to their learning difficulties or disabilities but which should sensibly be coordinated with other services in the plan.   
Social Care provision
· Provision must be detailed and specific and should normally be quantified, for example, in terms of the type of support and who will provide it (including where this is to be secured through a social care direct payment). It must be clear how the provision will support the outcomes, including any provision secured through a Personal Budget.

· Section H1 – Social care must specify all services assessed as being needed for a disabled child or young person under 18, under Section 2 of the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act (CSDPA).  
· Section H2 – Social Care provision reasonably required may include provision identified through early help and children in need assessments. 

This section must only include services which are not provided under Section 2 of the CSDPA.  

Social care provision reasonably required will include any adult social care provision to meet eligible needs for young people over 18 (set out in an adult care and support plan) under the Care Act 2014.  
Any other social care provision reasonably required by the child or young person, which is not linked to their learning difficulties or disabilities. This will enable the local authority to include in the EHC Plan social care provision such as child in need or child protection plans, or provision meeting eligible needs set out in an adult care plan where it is unrelated to the SEN but appropriate to include in the EHC Plan. 



