Spotlight on Education Inspection Framework 
November 2025 
There are three documents: The new Education Inspection Framework came into effect on 10th November 2025. The education inspection framework (‘the framework’) sets out how Ofsted inspects registered early years settings, maintained schools, academies, non-association independent schools and further education and skills provision in England (for a full list, see Provision inspected under the education inspection framework). It includes the principles that apply to inspection, and the main evaluations that inspectors make.

Early Years Inspection toolkit-the toolkit sets out the areas that will be evaluated and graded on inspections of registered early years and childcare provision. It can also be used by leaders to support self- evaluation and continuous improvement. 
Early Years inspection operating guide for inspectors- This guidance sets out how inspectors should carry out inspections of registered early years settings. 
Early Years inspection information- this guidance contains general information about inspections of registered early years settings for a general audience
All associated documents can be found here
The new online insight data platform  was launched on 10th November. It is designed to provide parents and professionals with an overview of education and care provision within a specific local area in England. This tool will aid inspectors ahead of inspections to gather information regarding local context and data which will used as a starting point to understand the context of the setting. 
Use of Ofsted logos
Settings that were judged to be outstanding or good for overall effectiveness before November 2025 can continue to use the specific Ofsted outstanding or good logos until their next graded inspection. Once you receive your next graded inspection, you must remove those logos, as they relate only to an overall effectiveness judgement, which you will not get as this is no longer part of the grading. 
What you can do to prepare for the new Education Inspection Framework
Step 1: Watch the Ofsted Education Inspection Framework webinar, click here
Step 2: Watch the Ofsted clip on reports cards, click here
Step 3: Download the three EIF documents and if preferred, print
Step 4: Disseminate to wider team 
Step 5: Explore the new online data insight platform here
Step 6: Devise systems to help you be prepared for the notification call (refer to operating guide)
Step 7: Speak to your Support worker regarding bespoke support available
Ofsted have confirmed the length of inspections should not be any longer that what is stated in the inspection information guidance: 
· Childminders- inspections normally last around 3 hours
· Group provision that operates restricted daily hours, inspections normally last around 4 hours
· Group provision that operates for a full day, inspections normally last around 6 hours. 
