
 
 



 

 

Quick Guide to the Green Belt Review Background Paper to the Land and 
Planning Policies Development Plan Document Publication Version of the 
Land and Planning Policies (LAPP) document (Local Plan Part 2) (see 
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/localplan) 

 

Purpose of this document: 

 

The Land and Planning Policies (LAPP) document (Local Plan Part 2) forms part of 
the Local Plan for Nottingham City along with the Core Strategy which guides future 
development in Nottingham City. 

 

The Local Plan Part 2 contains development management planning policies and site 
allocations against which planning applications for future development proposals in 
Nottingham City will be determined. 

 

Following a consultation period on the Local Plan Part 2 which will run from 29 
January to 5pm on 11th March 2016, the Local Plan Part 2 will be submitted for 
independent examination, where its soundness will be tested. 

 

This document is a background document to the Local Plan Part 2.and sets out the 
methodology and assessments used in the Green Belt review along with a series of 
maps showing the actual proposed changes to the Green Belt boundary. 

 

http://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/localplan
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Section 1: Purpose of the Report 
 
1.0 Ashfield, Broxtowe, Gedling and Nottingham City Councils are working jointly 

to prepare evidence to support their emerging Local Plans. This document 
follows on from the agreed joint framework that the authorities produced to 
help inform part of that evidence base setting out a methodology for reviewing 
Green Belt boundaries which was consulted upon in early 2015.  Consultation 
of this document will take place between 29 January 2016 and 11 March 
2016. 

 
1.1 Rushcliffe produced their own Green Belt Review (Nov 2013).  Erewash are 

not at this stage looking to amend their Green Belt boundaries.  As such, 
these Councils which also fall within Greater Nottingham were not party to the 
framework. 

 
1.2 Policy 3 of the Core Strategy provides guidance for Green Belt reviews 

required to meet its development needs.  The purpose of this document is to 
show how this review has been carried out on the Green Belt within 
Nottingham City using the common agreed methodology and taking account 
of the 5 purposes of Green Belt as set out in Part 9 of the National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF).  The assessments have allowed a view to be 
taken on whether there are specific areas of land that should be considered 
for release from the Green Belt through the Part 2 Local Plan review (known 
as the Land and Planning Policy Document or LAPP).  In some instances 
these areas may subsequently be allocated for development to meet identified 
needs. Any release of land from the Green Belt, needs to demonstrate 
exceptional circumstances as directed by the NPPF, para 83.  The report only 
recommends one significant area of land (former Fairham Comprehensive 
School) for release from the Green Belt.  In addition, other areas of land for 
inclusion have also been assessed, although the conclusion here is that there 
are no exceptional circumstances for changes to extend the Green Belt. 

 
1.3 The Green Belt around Nottingham City has remained fixed since the last 

Local Plan was adopted in 2005.  Since then technological advances have 
meant that cartographic accuracies have improved.  As part of this document, 
minor cartographic errors from the existing Green Belt boundary have also 
been considered and are set out alongside the only significant Green Belt 
change in Appendix 3. 

http://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/media/rushcliffe/media/documents/pdf/planningandbuilding/localplan/Rushcliffe%20Green%20Review%20part%201%20and%202a%20Nov%202013.pdf


http://www.broxtowe.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=7216
http://www.nottinghaminsight.org.uk/insight/handler/downloadHandler.ashx?node=94083
http://www.broxtowe.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=14123&p=0
http://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=16730&p=0
http://documents.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/download/6840
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2.7 The Appraisal of Sustainable Urban Extensions (SUE) report assessed 
possible development locations against a number of criteria, including Green 
Belt, accessibility and environmental constraints. The SUE report was 
focussed on the edge of the main built up area (the Principal Urban Area) as 
well as the edges of other urban areas (the Sub-Regional Centres of Hucknall 
and Ilkeston).  This reflects the fact that it was prepared in the context of the 
Regional Strategy which steered development to these locations. 

 
2.8 The Sustainable Locations for Growth Report (2010) assessed the 

appropriateness of development in and around key settlements across 
Greater Nottingham other than those addressed by the SUE Study. It used 
similar assessment criteria to the SUE Study including consideration of Green 
Belt policy. 
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Map 1: Context Map showing the Derby-Nottingham Green Belt 
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Section 5: Overall Approach 
 
5.1 Subsequent to the previous strategic work (as outlined in Section 2), the 

assessment follows a two-step approach as set out in the agreed framework, 
please refer to Figure 1 and 2.  
 
Assessment 1: Broad Areas 
(This will apply in all cases.) 
 

5.2 Existing Green Belt land around settlements to be divided into broad areas 
(such as north, south, east and west of the settlement) based on their similar 
characteristics in terms of size, structure and form. The boundaries of these 
broad areas to be chosen using Ordnance Survey maps, topographical maps, 
aerial photographs and professional judgment.  For the City, this is mainly 
around the urban edge such at Bulwell, Colwick, and Clifton. 

 
5.3 These broad areas have then been assessed using the Assessment Criteria 

(Figure 1 on page 10), and Assessment Matrix (Figure 2 on page 11) which is 
based on the five purposes of the Green Belt as set out in the NPPF (see 
paragraph 3.2).The assessments have used Ordnance Survey maps, 
topographical maps, aerial photographs, and site visits to inform professional 
judgement. 

 
5.4 The Assessment Matrix has been used as a guide to inform the first stage 

Green Belt assessment and allow flexibility within an agreed framework for 
sound planning judgments to be made by each authority.  The matrix has 
allowed the broad area of Green Belt to be assessed against the five 
purposes of Green Belt. 

 
5.5 At the end of this stage, areas have been removed from further assessment 

(Assessment 2), either because the whole area is of particularly high Green 
Belt importance, or because there are no suitable defensible boundaries 
which would allow for part/all of the area to be removed without significant 
detriment to the overall purposes of the Green Belt.  

 
Assessment 2: Small sites 
(Whether this step is required will depend on the specific circumstances 
relating to Assessment 1) 
 

5.6 It is recognised within the framework that the authorities involved are at 
different stages in their Local Plan preparation, and therefore if Assessment 2 
is required, either of the following approaches may be utilised: 

 
a)  The broad areas from Assessment 1 will be split into smaller sites, 

using defined physical features such as roads, railways, watercourses, 
tree belts, woodlands, ridgelines or field boundaries to determine 
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Map 2: Extent of the Green Belt within Nottingham City 
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Map 3: Area 1 (North) Bulwell (including Bulwell Hall Park, Nottingham City Golf Club and 
�O�D�Q�G���Z�H�V�W���R�I���6�H�O�O�H�U�¶�V���:�R�R�G���'�U�L�Y�H���:�H�V�W�� 
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Assessment 2: Potential addition to the Green Belt �± Area 1Ai) New Blenheim 
Lane Allotments  

 
Commentary 

6.9 The existing boundary follows defensible boundaries including a 
footpath/hedgerow to the north west and hedgerow boundary with Bulwell Hall 
Park.  The site does not perform very well in Green Belt terms.  In addition, 
there are no exceptional circumstances to justify any changes to the Green 
Belt in this location.   

 
Conclusion 

6.10 There are no exceptional circumstances to consider amending the Green Belt 
boundary in this area other than correction of minor drafting errors.
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Assessment 3: Potential addition to the Green Belt - 1Aii) Blenheim Farm 
Caravan Park & adjoining field  

Commentary 

6.11 The existing boundary follows a defensible boundary being a hedgerow to the 
north west.  If the boundary were to be amended to washover the caravan 
park, associated and adjoining land, it would create an awkward parcel of land 
following the built form of the industrial estate to the south and west.  Given 
that there are no exceptional circumstances it is not considered necessary to 
amend the Green Belt boundary at this location.   

 

Conclusion  

6.12 There are no exceptional circumstances to consider amending the Green Belt 
boundary in this area other than correction of minor drafting errors. 
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Assessment 3: Potential addition to the Green Belt - 1Aii) Blenheim Farm Caravan Park & adjoining field 
Settlement Bulwell 
Broad Area Bulwell North Score 11 
Area or Site 1A ii) Blenheim Farm Caravan Park & adjoining field  Map 4 
 Score (out of 5) Justification 
Check the unrestricted sprawl of 
settlements 

�•  The site is bounded on most sides by the adjoining the urban area including 
Blenheim Lane Industrial Estate and Blenheim Lane itself.  The site is well 
contained by a hedgerow which provides a strong physical feature.   

Prevent neighbouring settlements 
from merging into one another 

�• �• �•  Including the land in the Green Belt would result in a moderate increase in the 
size of a gap between settlements (Bulwell and Hucknall). 

Assist in safeguarding the 
countryside from encroachment 

�• �• �•  The site has a number of inappropriate developments including 
residential/commercial buildings and structures associated with the carvan 
park.  In addition, there is also a telecommunication mast along the access 
road to the caravan park.   

Preserve the setting and special 
character of historic settlements 

�• �•  There is no conservation area within the vicinity of the site and 2 heritage 
assets being Blenheim Farmhouse And Attached Barn listed buildings (Grade 
II).  By amending the Green Belt boundary to include this land could offer 
increased protection to these heritage assets and their setting however, they do 
not form part of an historic settlement.  

Total 9  
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Map 4: Area 1 (North) Potential addition to the Green Belt - 1Ai) New Blenheim Lane 
Allotments and 1Aii) Blenheim Farm Caravan Park & adjoining field  
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