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Key Changes
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What hasn’t changed?

• The four principles of the EYFS 
• The characteristics of effective learning 
• The 3 prime and 4 specific areas of learning
• The names for each of these 7 areas
• The Good Level of Development
• The progress check age two

2

What has formally changed?
• The educational programmes
• The early learning goals
• The assessment, moderation & reporting 

requirements for the EYFSP
• The safeguarding and welfare 

requirements
• The non-statutory documentation
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‘The provider must promote 
the good health, including 
the oral health, of children 

attending the setting.’

The safeguarding and 
welfare requirements 
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Changes to the EYFS Profile 
• New goals to assess against
• New exemplification to be 

provided
• Exceeding judgement removed
• No requirement to report on 

COEL
• Removal of statutory duty for 

LAs to moderate
• Clarification of expectations 

around evidence
. 
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STATUTORY FRAMEWORK FOR SEP 2021
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Statutory guidance for the 
Reception Baseline 

Assessment
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8
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www.kymscottconsultancy.com/EYFS
Recordings available

One session - £25
All sessions £150
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Changes to 
ongoing 

assessment
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http://www.kymscottconsultancy.com/EYFS
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Development Matters 2020
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Birth to 5 Matters
2021

15



6/16/21

6

Body text goes here…
‘…practitioners 

knowing children’s 
level of achievement 

and interests’

Draft Statutory Framework for 
the EYFS Sep 2021
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‘…shape teaching and 
learning experiences 

for each child 
reflecting that 
knowledge’

Draft Statutory Framework for 
the EYFS Sep 2021
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Statutory Framework for the EYFS Effective Sep 2021
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Reflection time

• What is this going to mean for 
you in your school or setting?

• What questions does it raise for 
you?

• Who do you need to speak to 
about this?
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Statutory Framework for the EYFS Effective Sep 2021
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It is down to YOU to define the curriculum your children need 
within the educational programme for each area 

set out within the EYFS framework.

MESSAGES COMING 
OUT FROM THE DfE/OFSTED

22

23

• Leaders will be expected to 
explain how they organise the 
early years provision, including 
the aims and rationale for their 
EYFS curriculum.

• Inspectors must discuss with 
leaders and practitioners what 
they intend children to learn, 
know and do as a result of the 
EYFS curriculum they offer. 

• They must follow this discussion 
through in their observations 
and discussions with children at 
play and staff interactions.
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“The EYFS provides the skeleton of the 
curriculum, but it’s up to you to put the meat on 
the bones, based on what you know about your 

children and the progress they make. You sort that 
out.”

“We anticipate that people will use Development 
Matters or something like it.”

“We will be making sure that whatever you use 
delivers the requirements of the EYFS and meets 

the needs of the children in your setting”

Phil Minns HMI Ofsted, Speaking at Foundation Years LED 
Event April 2021
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A Progress 
Curriculum
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Having a very simple map that 
enables you to make informed 

decisions about what might be next 
for a child
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Adults need to know:

• Child development

• What knowledge and skills it is helpful for children to gain

• The holistic nature of young children’s learning

• The ‘big ideas’ that feature in each of the 7 areas of learning and 
development

• The key ‘stepping stones’ along the way - things we want 
children to learn and develop to help them along this journey

28

What knowledge, skills & dispositions 
would you like children to have in terms of 
early reading when they leave the EYFS?

What are the ‘big ideas’ that you 
would like children to 

EVENTUALLY know, be able to 
do, and be like?

29
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Health warning!

These are just some  key ‘significant steps’ or ‘wow 
moments’ along the way - things we are wanting 
children to learn and develop to help them along 

this journey.

These are not assessment points to be formally 
measured, but curriculum information, to inform 

adult knowledge 

Children progress at different rates and in different 
ways and development is never completely linear
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Knowledge 
of print

Discuss 
and explore
ideas from 

texts

Language
and 

vocabulary
Perseverance

Confidence Resilience

MotivationUnderstanding 
what is read

Sight 
vocabulary Phonics

Read 
a range of 

texts

Decoding Comprehension Characteristics

What knowledge, skills & dispositions 
would you like children to have in terms of 
early reading when they leave the EYFS?
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How do we help children gradually progress towards 
these outcomes in their own unique way,

by building on what they know and can do in each of these strands?

Take the area of print knowledge

Jot down the sorts of knowledge and skills you 
would like children to gain in this strand during 

their time with you 

Is there a rough order to these when you take 
into account your subject knowledge and 

knowledge of child development?
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Uses left to right 
AND top to bottom 

orientation when 
engaging with print

Demonstrates   
understanding that 

print carries a constant 

message

Aware of different 
features of a book

Demonstrates 
one to one 

correspondence between 
written and spoken word

Shows interest 
in familiar 

words such as 
names

Understands that print is 

used for different 

purposes

Holds a book the 
correct way up 

and opens it 
correctly

Gives meaning to 
own marks

and those they see 
around them

Starts to become aware 
of simple punctuation 

Demonstrates 
awareness that 

writing and pictures 
are different 

Recognises
familiar 

environmental 
print

Turns book pages 
correctly

Distinguishes 
between 

numbers and 
letters

How do we help children gradually progress towards these outcomes in 
their own unique way,

by building on what they know and can do in each of these strands?
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