
Local Wildlife Sites (LWSs) - previously known in 

Nottinghamshire as ‘Sites of Importance for Nature 

Conservation’ - are a local, non-statutory designa-

tion, that sits below (but complements) the national 

suite of statutorily designated Sites of Special Scien-

tific Interest (SSSIs). They are of substantive value 

for the conservation of biodiversity and are home  

to rare and scarce species, or represent the best 

surviving examples of habitats that were once wide-

spread and typical of the Nottinghamshire land-

scape. 

Collectively, these sites form an essential ecological 

network and act as wildlife corridors and stepping 

stones, allowing species to migrate and disperse 

between sites. The continued existence of these 

sites is vital to safeguard wildlife from the pressures 

of development, intensive agriculture and climate 

change. The LWS network is comprehensive 

(meaning that every site which qualifies as an LWS 

is designated as one), whereas SSSIs are representa-

tive of the best sites in an area, such that that not 

all sites which meet the SSSI selection criteria have 

been, or will be, designated as a SSSI. Because of 

this, a number of LWS would potentially qualify as 

SSSIs, meaning that LWS are best described of sites 

that are of at least county-level importance for 

their flora and/or fauna. 

The primary purpose of the LWS system is to allow 

the most important wildlife sites in the county to be 

identified, so that informed decisions can be made 

about their protection and management, and about 

changes in land use that may affect them. In rela-

tion to the planning system, Paragraphs 113 and 

117 of the National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF) specifically mentions ‘locally designated 

sites’, and guidance has been provided by the gov-

ernment in Local Sites - Guidance on their Identifica-

tion, Selection and Management (Defra, 2006). At a 

local level, Local Plans contain policies that confer a 

degree of protection to LWSs.  

All LWSs in Nottinghamshire are designated with 

reference to agreed criteria, which cover both habi-

tats and species, produced by the Local Sites Panel 

(see below). The Nottinghamshire Biological and 

Geological Records Centre (NBGRC), based at Wol-

laton Hall and part of Nottingham City Council’s Mu-

seum Service, undertakes all botanical survey work 

associated with LWS selection, and coordinates and 

interprets the collection of data under non-

botanical criteria. The NBGRC is responsible for 

holding and updating all data associated with the 

LWS system, and for mapping sites using GIS soft-

ware. They provide data about LWSs (and other 

ecological data) to local authorities and statutory 

agencies through the Nottinghamshire Ecological 

and Geological Data Partnership (see below), to 

members of the public, and to ecological consultan-

cies (as part of their commercial activities). 

The Nottinghamshire Ecological and Geological Data 

Partnership (NEGDP) is Nottinghamshire’s ‘Local 

Sites Partnership’, which has existed since August 

2001 to support the collection and sharing of  bio-

logical and geological information in the county. 

Members of the NEGDP support the work of the 

NBGRC financially through a Service Level Agree-

ment, and oversee the work of the Local Sites Panel 

(see below), ratifying all criteria before they are  

formally adopted. Membership of the NEGDP  
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includes most major users of ecological data in the 

county, including all Local Planning Authorities. 

(LPAs) 

The Local Sites Panel, previously known as the SINC 

Panel, is a technical subgroup of the NEGDP made 

up of local ecological experts from a range of organ-

isations including local authorities, nature conserva-

tion NGOs, and the private sector. The primary pur-

pose of the Local Sites Panel is to produce criteria 

for the selection of LWSs in Nottinghamshire. Once 

new or substantively amended LWS criteria have 

been drafted, they are put out for consultation, be-

fore being ratified by the NEGDP. Once agreed, 

these LWS criteria are applied by the NBGRC ; it 

should be noted that the Local Sites Panel is not in-

volved in the selection of individual sites; where a 

site meets the criteria, as applied by the NBGRC, it 

qualifies as an LWS. Only in exceptional cases will 

the Local Sites Panel become involved in the desig-

nation of individual sites. 

All sites will be surveyed on a programme as pre-

scribed by the relevant criteria. For habitats, this is 

normally at least once every five years, but may 

differ for faunal criteria (often longer due to prob-

lems with obtaining up-to-date survey information). 

Where a site cannot be surveyed within the speci-

fied survey programme (including as a result of per-

mission to access a site not being granted), it will be 

assumed that the site still qualifies and will remain 

designated until it can be ascertained that it does 

not. Records must be gathered by suitably experi-

enced and competent individuals (which includes 

members of the public as well as professional ecol-

ogists and amateur naturalists), or from third party 

sources (e.g. ecological surveys carried out by con-

sultancies), and where appropriate, should be ac-

cepted/verified by the relevant authority, such as 

the county recorder. 

Any individual or organisation can propose a site for 

designation as an LWS where they believe the site 

to be of a suitable level of interest under the rele-

vant criteria. Sites may also be proposed for de-

designation if their level of interest is believed to 

have dropped below the level of interest under the 

relevant criteria and where this situation is believed 

to be irrevocable. The designation and de-

designation process is administered by the NBGRC 

to ensure a complete record of evidence, and the 

consistent implementation of the LWS criteria.  

A site becomes formally designated as an LWS once 

the relevant data has been published by the NBGRC 

– that is, when the boundaries have been published 

online, and the data has been sent to the members 

of the NEGDP; sites do not need to be published 

within a Local Plan or other planning document, as 

a) data on LWSs is updated every six months, so it is 

not possible for planning documents to be up-to-

date, and b) LWS use is not restricted to use in plan-

ning. De-designation takes immediate effect. 

In addition, ‘candidate’ LWSs may be identified 

where evidence suggests that a site is of LWS quali-

ty, but surveys to verify this have not yet been un-

dertaken (e.g. due to the time of year). In such in-

stances, ‘candidate’ sites are not considered to be 

designated, but are nevertheless an important con-

sideration.  

As well as being used in the planning system, the 

presence of LWSs can be used to inform land man-

agement decisions, such as in relation to farming 

and the management of nature reserves, parks and 

other green spaces that are designated as LWSs. 

Boundaries of LWSs are supplied to all LPA s on a six

-monthly basis by the NBGRC; boundaries can also 

be viewed on the Nottinghamshire Insight Mapping 

website. 

Further information about the LWS system can be 

found in Part 1 of the Nottinghamshire LWS Hand-

book (Crouch 2014), available on the NBGRC 

webpage.   
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http://info.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/insightmapping/
http://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/events-markets-parks-and-museums/parks-and-open-spaces/nottinghamshire-biological-and-geological-record-centre-nbgrc/


Since 2008-09, the management of Local Wildlife 

Sites across the country has been monitored by De-

fra. This is measured as the proportion of LWSs 

where positive conservation management is being 

or has been implemented in the previous 5 years.  

 

The most recent results (2014-15) are presented 

here. It should be noted that results for the county 

of Nottinghamshire and the City of Nottingham are 

reported separately.   
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