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Dear Colleagues
How time is flying by!
Easter has come and gone and now we are looking forward to May half term!
In the last edition we told you about Cllr Mellens Reading Challenge which he completed and exceeded his
target, we were also looking forward to our half day conference with Professor Doctor Ferre Laevers, this
edition tells you all about how it went!
We also bring you information on partner and national news as well as some local SEND facts and figures, 2,3
and 4 year old funding, a training offer for May and a save the date for our 2020 conference!
We continue to value your honest feedback, please do this by emailing your comments to
earlyyears@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Best wishes,
The Early Years Team
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Workforce Development

15th March 2019
A very special day!


Well Being:
refers to feeling at ease, being spontaneous and free of emotional tensions and is crucial to good
mental health. Well being is linked to self – confidence, a good degree of self-esteem and
resilience.

 Involvement:

refers to being intensely engaged in activities and is considered to be a necessary condition for
deep level learning and development.

On 15th March 2019 we were delighted to welcome Professor Dr. Ferre Laevers and Colleague Julia
Moon to Nottingham to present at our half day conference:

The Experiential Approach, Well Being and Involvement: The shortcut to sustainable
development
Professor Laevers, founder of the Leuven Scales of Well Being and Involvement began his research in 1976
and continues his work on Experiential Education (EXE) at The Centre for Experiential Education,
University of Leuven, Belgium.
Background to Professors Laevers Research
In May 1976 twelve Flemish pre-school teachers, assisted by two educational consultants, started a series
of sessions with the intention to reflect critically upon their practice. Their approach is ‘experiential’: the
intention is to make a close, moment by moment description of what it means to a young child to live and
take part in the educational setting.
This careful observation and ‘reconstruction’ of the child's experiences brought to light a series of
unsatisfactory conditions. Too many opportunities to sustain children's development remained unused.
During the following tens of sessions the group discuss possible solutions for the problems they meet,
work them out in practice and reflect on their experiences.
Gradually they begin to realise how much they have moved away from the current pre-school practice. A
new educational model for pre-school is taking shape: Experiential Education (EXE).

It grew further to become one of the most influential educational models in the area of
elementary education in Flanders and the Netherlands. From 1991 the dissemination in other
European countries, including the UK, took off.
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Today the experiential education and its process-oriented approach has inspired practitioners,
policy makers and researchers in about 20 countries all over the world, from Finland to SouthAfrica, from Ecuador to Australia and Japan. EXE offers a conceptual basis that proved to be
useful in other contexts such as child care, primary education, special education, secondary
education, teacher training and any kind of setting where learning and professional
development is meant to take place.

An Overview of the Conference Evaluation
The half day conference held at the Crowne Plaza was supported with funding from partners SSBC
which enabled Early Years to offer places to practitioners at a heavily subsidised rate.
150 delegates from a variety of Early Years settings, schools and services attended the event and found
it thoroughly inspiring with all the audience truly involved!

The evaluation featured many heartfelt quotes making it difficult to pull out one in particular that
summed up how well the conference was received…
“ An excellent session - well organised. Dr Ferre Laevers continues to be inspiring 10 years on. Julia
Moon - very good, practical application, very interesting. Wellbeing needs to be used with 0-99 years!
But could have a really huge impact in Early Years in the City if properly embedded”
“It's great to find out about different approaches from pioneers in early years sector. The Early Years
Team facilitated and inspiring session with welcome and friendly staff and key speakers. Thank you.”
“Thoroughly inspiring - so much to take away to my setting for the benefit of our children. Thank you.
Would love to be involved in future projects on this topic”
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Evaluation Summary:
The Experiential Approach, Well Being and Involvement:
The shortcut to sustainable development
Part 1: Assessment: Delegates were from a diverse range settings and services with varying levels
of knowledge and understanding with regard to the Leuven Scales of Well Being and Involvement.
Therefore, to establish if the event had been useful for all participants regardless of prior knowledge
and individual job roles we asked participants to rate the event as follows:

Figure 2: Increasing your understanding of Well
Being and Involvement
Excellent
81%

Good
19%

A resounding 100% expressed that the event had been excellent or good at increasing their
knowledge and understanding of the importance of children’s well being and involvement.
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Part 2: Use of Learning: we asked further questions on how the participants would
utilise their learning.

The feedback from the event was overwhelming with every participant making a positive comment, far
too many to list but just a sample below.






“Very interesting. Excellent delivery of information”
“The whole content on the seminar was very good, good pace as to how it was delivered. Both speakers
excellent. A lot to take back to individual settings”
“A very well worthwhile morning. Thank you”
“Really inspiring morning. More like this please”
“Inspirational and reaffirming - thank you”



“Thoroughly inspiring - so much to take away to my setting for the benefit of our children. Thank you,
would love to be involved in future projects on this topic”



“Great conference, lots to think about”
“I would be very interested in being involved in a future courses/project involving Professor
Laevers/Leuven Scale”.





“Plenty of food for thought. So much information to digest. Really interesting. Will reflect and share with
my Early Years Team”

Many thanks to Professor Dr Ferre Laevers, his colleague Julia Moon and partners SSBC for their
support with funding which enabled us to arrange this event.
We will be exploring further opportunities to over the next year and will keep all participants informed. 6

Your chance to influence policy on the Early Years Workforce
The National Centre for Social Research (www.natcen.ac.uk/) are carrying out an important research
project into the early years workforce in Nottingham. The research will be used to promote changes
in the early years profession, including better conditions for staff and stronger outcomes for children.
Taking part would involve taking part in an interview with a NatCen researcher about your
experiences in the early years profession, and you would receive a generous book voucher as a thank
you for your time. NatCen want to hear from a range of people working in early years, so please do
get in touch if you want to find out more. This is your chance to share your thoughts, influence policy
and practice and be rewarded for your time!
You can contact Dr Lydia Marshall at EYworkforce@natcen.ac.uk or on 0207 549 7158.

PVI Network Membership Renewal: You will shortly receive a reminder to
renew your annual membership of our popular networks.
The network sessions feature regular guest speakers, useful updates and provides participants
with valuable networking opportunities giving you chance to make contact and share hints and
tips with other colleagues
The Leadership Network fee includes FREE attendance at the annual 0-3 and 3-5 Room Leaders
network and features a prize draw at each session which provides participants opportunities to
win resources and/or training vouchers.
Our SENCO Network has gone from strength to strength. Over the last year sessions have
featured Speech and Language Therapists from Language to Learn and at the Autumn 2018
session; Vicky Potter and Oma Devi provided a music interaction session. The June Network will
feature Lisa Morton-Smith from CP Sport who be giving an introduction to CP Sport, an
explanation of what Cerebral Palsy Is, what causes it and how it affects the body, how to Adapt
Sport and Physical activity for children with disabilities.
We are changing the 2019/20 SENCO network slightly, moving it to twice yearly with three hour
sessions instead of two. It will be in the morning as requested by the majority of practitioners.
I think you will agree at only £50 per membership for the Leadership Network and only £30 for the
SENCO Network this is an amazing bargain!

Watch out for our 2019-20 CPD Brochures which are currently in
production and due to be published in July!
SAVE the DATE!
Early Years Annual Conference: 13th March 2020
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Safeguarding Children
Following the changes to ‘Working Together to Safeguard Children’
The Nottingham City Safeguarding Children Board became the
Nottingham City Safeguarding Children Partnership (NCSCP) from
1st April 2019, hence the new logo featured to the right.

Bruising in Babies
Animation

A new animation film has been developed by the
Nottinghamshire Safeguarding Children
Partnership to help promote the ‘bruising in babies
pathway’ and it is now available on the NSCP
website –
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/nscp/news/babiesthat-don-t-cruise-rarely-bruise please take a look
and share it with colleagues in your organisation.
Many thanks to Nottinghamshire colleagues who have agreed to share this animation with NCSCP

MMR Vaccination Information: Raising Awareness
To support health colleagues with raising awareness around the importance of childhood vaccinations,
please access the link below to download resources aimed at parents and carers to remind
them to check their child is up to date with their vaccinations.
www.gov.uk/government/publications/immunisations-resources-for-schools

Available in a variety of languages there are also booklets
available which are specific to signs, symptoms and vaccine
information for measles, mumps and rubella:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/mmr-for-all-generalleaflet Whilst the wording in the information relates to
schools, they can be displayed in any setting.
Thank you for your support in raising awareness in this
important matter.

DSL Network 15th May 2019: 9:30am – 12:30pm
Nottingham Racecourse
The Safeguarding News Bulletin keeps subscribers updated on local events and news.
To subscribe go to www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/children-and-families/nottingham-city-safeguardingchildren-board/resources-for-professionals/ncscb-newsletters/
8

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES
(SEND) LOCAL AREA REVIEW (LAR)

SEND News

A few facts about our young people and SEND provision in Nottingham City….









There are 46,869 children and young people attending schools in Nottingham
Of these, 6398 children and young people have some kind of SEND (13.7% of the school
population)
1012 children and young people have an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan
There are 5 special schools in Nottingham City all of which are good or outstanding
There are 5 Focus provisions in Nottingham. These are specialist resources in mainstream
schools. 3 cater for young people with Autism and 2 for young people who are profoundly
deaf
585 young people attend specialist schools and specialist post 16 settings
40 young people attend Focus Provision

Nottingham City provides additional funding for young people with SEND in early years settings,
mainstream schools and colleges without the need for an EHC plan. Currently 905 children and
young people receive this additional high needs funding and inclusion funding.
(Latest data January 2019)

SEND Funding key dates
7th June Moderation Deadline
14th June Application Submission Deadline
1st July Panel meet
Please remember application support is available before and after
the SENCO network meeting on the 12th June

Do you Claim DAF?
The Disability Access Fund (DAF) provides additional funding to support early years providers make
reasonable adjustments to enable children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND)
access their funded early year’s entitlement hours. The Disability Access Fund is £615 per year for
eligible children. You can claim DAF if: The child is in receipt of the three and four year old early
education funding, is not attending a reception class in a primary or infant school/academy and is
in receipt of Disability Living Allowance (DLA)
How to claim? Providers should speak to parents to find out if their child is eligible for the DAF and
submit a copy of the DWP Award letter stating ‘About Your Claim’ Providers must ensure parents
complete the DAF declaration which can be found in the Parent and Provider Agreement for Free
Entitlement Hours for Eligible 2, 3 and 4 Year Old Children, and the DAF application form
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears/equality-and-inclusion/early-years-send-fund/ Providers must also
gain evidence that the child is in receipt of DLA and parental consent for it to be shared with NCC..
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2, 3 and 4 Year Old Funding
Payments: Your first part of the estimate payment was paid on 1st April and
second part on 1st May this will be one more payment on 1st June. Your actual
payment will be on 15th July.

Portal Opening and Closing
The portal closed for Summer term claims on 30th April. Please make any amendments/additions
when you receive the confirmation report. Any claims that have not been put on in time will need to
be processed as per the adjustment form below (during the current term).
Please remember that the portal is always open for 30 hour code checking and updating.

30 Hours
A reminder that any new 30 hour codes for this term need to be valid from 31st March 2019 or earlier.
Please remember that if a child is in the grace period, you cannot claim if it is the first claim or they have
moved during the grace period.
There are still a number of providers who are unaware of whether they are the ‘extended’ or ‘universal’
provider when splitting the 30 hours entitlement with another setting. This is parents’ choice and simply
means:
‘Universal’ – the standard 15 hours that all 3 and 4 year olds are entitled to. If parent falls out of 30hour eligibility, they will only keep 15 universal hours. If you claim for universal, you will keep the
funded place.
‘Extended’ – the extended 15 hours which children are only entitled to if parents meet the eligibility
criteria. If parents fall out of this criteria at the rechecking stage, this part of the offer will cease at the
end of the grace period date. If you claim for extended you could lose the funded place.
It is crucial that this is agreed before you take a child on; the easiest way to capture this is by using the
Parent Agreement Form supplied to you in your Provider Agreement Pack, which specifies this question.
If you wish to use your own Parent Agreement then this must include a question around this.

Adjustment Form

Thank you to those of you who have been using the
adjustment form to let us know about any changes to
your claim.
Please remember to only use this form after the portal
closure and confirmation report stage as these are
classed as late amendments and therefore will not be
included in your main payments.
As stated in the provider agreement, late claims can
only be made during the term that the child started.

EY Funding/Portal Training
Please book on to this training if you are
new to the funding process or just need a
refresh.
The next training date is 19th July
please book online:
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears/cpdtraining/pvci-nurseries-pre-schoolschildminders-and-oosc-practitioners/
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Partner and National News
News from Small Steps, Big Changes

The Small Steps Big Changes Ideas Fund
SSBC’s Ideas Fund is an opportunity for parents, organisation and workforce to apply for funding
of £1,000 to £6,000. This money can be used to realise an idea that will make an impact on the
health and happiness of children from 0 – 3 years old in Hyson Green & Arboretum, Aspley,
Bulwell and/or St Ann’s. To find out more and apply for the fund please follow the link below:
www.nottscf.org.uk/grants/small-steps-big-changes-ideas-fund/

Best Start
Our Spring newsletter brought news of ‘Best Start’ - the alignment of Children’s Public Health
and Early Help Services for 0-5 years olds.
The work is progressing with work streams meeting regularly identifying priorities to put plans
in place to improve outcomes for Nottingham’s children. The long term aim is that as new
pathways develop, families will be able to access the services they need; at the times they
need them through a single point of contact. We will bring you further news on ‘Best Start’ via
our fortnightly Early Years Stay Connected E bulletin.
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Nottingham Library Service
MishMash Productions in collaboration with Nottingham Library
Service present Strange Creatures!
Magical theatrical chamber music gently exploring what it
means to be unique in a surprising and colourful world.
This engaging show performed by exceptional musicians will
delight children and their families alike.
Strange Creatures is inspired by the book Beegu written and
illustrated by Alexis Deacon and performed by arrangement
with Penguin Random House Childrens Publishers UK.
For children 4-7 and their families/schools and settings showing
at a variety of libraries starting on Wednesday 28th May 2019.
£2 per ticket, more information at:
www.inspireculture.org.uk/arts-culture/strange-creatures/

The East midlands South Maths Hub has produced a
short three minute video on an introduction to the
Early Years Teaching for Mastery project.
We are particularly excited about the video as it features our very own Teaching and Learning
Specialist Caroline Vissani! https://t.co/8Ftc78Eaxl

MathsThroughStories.org:
MathsThroughStories.org is a non-profit and research-based initiative, based at the University of
Reading's Institute of Education (UK). It sets out to help mathematics learners around the world
develop their conceptual understanding in mathematics and to help them foster positive attitudes
towards the subject through the power of storytelling. www.mathsthroughstories.org/book-reviews.html

The Communication Trust have published a range of Resources
available to download or watch on line, these include:



Involving Children and Young People with SLCN
A video to support practitioners to effectively engage with parents about their child’s speech, language
and communication.

Find these and other resources by going to: www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/resources
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News from Council for Disabled Children
The Council for Disabled Children is working with four partners and five English
regions to provide significant support on SEN and disability to early years
settings and local authorities. CDC is working with nasen, I CAN,
the Communication Trust and Contact on this programme and with the North
West, East Midlands, North East, Yorkshire and Humber and West
Midlands regions. We will keep you updated on developments.
For more information: https://councilfordisabledchildren.org.uk/

UK bilingual toddler assessment tool
Plymouth University are offering free training for a limited time in the use of
the UK bilingual toddler assessment tool:
www.psy.plymouth.ac.uk/UKBTAT.
This online assessment tool is for any multilingual child which helps
practitioners decide if a child with more than one language is developing in
line with expectations or would benefit from a referral to SEN or Speech and
Language.
Plymouth University has funding to provide free training in how to use the
tool and data it produces If you would like more information please contact
claire.trotman@plymouth.ac.uk

Follow us!
Di

Keep up to date with our latest news via our Twitter feed?
@Earlynottingham
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Stop Press!
Childcare Sufficiency Assessment Provider Survey
As part of the new Childcare Sufficiency bi-annual scorecard process, the Local Authority will require all
early education and childcare providers in Nottingham to complete a bi-annual provider survey. The
summer term 2019 survey will be emailed out to providers week commencing 13th May 2019

MAY TRAINING OFFER!
Bringing Stories to Life - Memorable Stories for 0-3's
Wednesday 22nd May 2019 Time: 9.00am - 12.00pm
Previous Cost: £45
Book NOW for £30 per place
Venue: NNSTC

Bringing Stories to Life - Memorable Stories for 3-5's
Wednesday 22nd May 2019 Time: 1.00pm - 4.00pm
Previous Cost: £45
Book NOW for £30 per place
Venue: NNSTC
To book your place go to:

www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears/cpd-training/pvci-nurseries-pre-schools-childminders-and-ooscpractitioners/
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For all your up to date news and CPD
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears/
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Calls for Evidence/Consultations/Publications


State of the Nation – Social Mobility in Great Britain 18 -19
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/798404
/SMC_State_of_the_Nation_Report_2018-19.pdf



Tackling Disadvantage in the Early Years
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmeduc/1006/100602.htm

Contact Us…

The Early Years Team,
Nottingham City Council, Loxley House,
Station Street, Nottingham, NG2 3NG

Email: earlyyears@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Website: www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears
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