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Dear Colleagues
A Very Happy 2019 to all our readers!
We hope you managed to get a little relaxation during the festive break and are looking forward to the spring
term.
We start the New Year full of optimism bringing you some fabulous CPD training opportunities, our annual
PVI business meeting and 2019 moderation. Furthermore, we are so looking forward to welcoming Professor
Doctor Ferre Laevers to Nottingham on 15th March!
Professor Laevers will be travelling all the way from Leuven, Belgium to present; ‘The Experiential Approach,
Well Being and Involvement: The shortcut to sustainable development’. Our partners SSBC have supported us
with funding for this half day event so we are doubly pleased to offer you places at only £35 per person –
please secure your booking soon!
During 2019 your help is needed for Cllr Mellen’s ‘Big Reading Challenge’, (see page 2). This edition also
includes information on 2,3 and 4 year funding, SSBCs ‘Big Little Moments’ campaign, support with training
and recruiting staff, national and local updates and book reviews from our Education Directors!
We continue to value your honest feedback, please do this by emailing your comments to
earlyyears@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Best wishes,
The Early Years Team

Inside this
Issue!

‘The Big Reading Challenge’
Help with Recruitment
Funding news
Safeguarding update
... and lots more !
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Dear Early Years colleagues,
Please can you help me? I’m taking on a very special challenge to raise funds for the Imagination Library;
an amazing scheme which delivers a FREE book every month to children between 0 and 5 years of age.
The challenge I’ve set is to read a story book to 5000 children within 50 days to raise £5000 to buy more
books for Nottingham children. This means I need to find 5000 children who love listening to stories!
Please can I visit your nursery to read a story to the children within your setting?
I will be reading stories from January 28th until the 18th March. If your nursery could host me during this
time I would be delighted to visit you and read a story to your children.
I will be promoting my Big Reading Challenge over social media and asking people to make donations
online here: www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/bigreadingchallenge
The Imagination Library helps parents and children to enjoy exploring books together – looking at the
pictures, talking about the stories and just having fun. The scheme is proven to raise children’s literacy
levels. By receiving these books our children are more likely to be ready to start school when they turn
five, and this gives them a real head start in life.
As a former Headteacher, supporting children’s reading is a cause really close to my heart. Together we
can give all of Nottingham’s children the best start in life.
If your nursery can support my challenge or if you would like more details please contact:
dolly9to5@nottinghamcity.gov.uk and we will call you back.
Yours sincerely,
Councillor David Mellen
Portfolio Holder, Early Years and Early Intervention
See our Education Directors favourite stories on pages 15 and 16
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Workforce Development Update
News from Cache
Awarding body Cache have announced that the Level 2 Diploma ‘Early Years Practitioner’ has been
approved by the DfE to meet their full and relevant criteria.
There are 14 mandatory units which contain knowledge and skills based outcomes as appropriate, and no
optional units. Each unit has a non-mandatory task supplied and one of the units, currently Unit 11 (EYP 11)
will be available as CPD stand alone as this unit includes the criteria for Level 2 SEND.
This Level 2 qualification is proposed to be launched on 3rd January 2019 and is intended to supersede
their existing NCFE CACHE Level 2 Certificate in an Introduction to Early Years Education and Care
(601/2536/6) from 1st September 2019. On successful completion of this qualification learners can enter
the workforce at Level 2 or continue to study for a Level 3 Diploma holding Early Years Educator status.
Further details can be found here: www.cache.org.uk/our-qualifications-and-services/early-years-educator
Cache have also announced that their brand new Level 3 SEND qualification is now available (See News
from Nasen below)

News from Nasen – Free Cache SEND Qualification
Nasen has secured funding to provide significant support on SEND to early years PVI settings.
In partnership with, School Improvement Liverpool Nasen will be delivering the Level 3 SENCO Award
completely free. This accredited training lasts for 12.5 days and runs over 13 weeks and will develop
attendees' confidence and knowledge regarding effective SEND provision for the children in their care.
For more information see www.nasen.org.uk/ or contact mandyw@nasen.org.uk 01827 311500

Stay-Ahead Nottingham - Local Help with Training Your Staff
Nottingham City Council and partners across the region have been awarded funding from the European
Social Fund to help more local people stay in work and support employers who would like to up-skill their
current employees. Stay-Ahead works with employers across Derby, Derbyshire, Nottingham and
Nottinghamshire (D2N2) to increase the skill levels of their workforce and help them overcome barriers
which prevent them from undertaking in-work training.
Stay-Ahead aims to help employers in sectors where significant skills gaps have been identified, advisers
can support employers to access in-work training solutions for their existing workforce and access
training incentives to contribute to training costs. Grants are available for SMEs (less than 250
employees, not a subsidiary) until September 2019.
More information and contact details can be found below.
www.nottinghampartners.co.uk/6051/need-help-developing-people-stayahead-project/
ahead.admin@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
3

MUST NOT MISS EVENT!
We are delighted to welcome
Professor Dr. Ferre Laevers and Julia Moon from The Centre for Experiential
Education, University of Leuven, Belgium
To present:
The Experiential Approach, Well Being and Involvement:
The shortcut to sustainable development
Well-being refers to feeling at ease, being spontaneous and
Well-being refers to feeling at ease, being spontaneous and
free of emotional tensions and is crucial to good ‘mental
free of emotional tensions and is crucial to good ‘mental
health’. Well-being is linked to self-confidence, a good degree
health’. Well-being is linked to self-confidence, a good degree
of self-esteem and resilience. Involvement refers to being
of self-esteem and resilience. Involvement refers to being
intensely engaged in activities and is considered to be a
intensely engaged in activities and is considered to be a
necessary condition for deep level learning and development.
necessary condition for deep level learning and development.

There is a worldwide consensus in the field of early years about the status of well-being and
involvement (engagement) as key elements of quality. In the experiential approach these two
indicators stand centre stage: they tell us how each child is doing in the setting and are the first
indicators for the power of the learning environment. That is why well-being and involvement can
serve as guide and inspiration in our efforts to improve quality.
In our reflections we realise that what we achieve with well-being is making sure mental health – selfconfidence, self-esteem, resilience - is secured. Involvement likewise, is not just ‘having fun’ but a
state in which the mental activity is most intense, the necessary condition for ‘deep-level-learning’.
In this contribution we ask ‘what kind of outcome we want’, ‘what kind of learning environment we
need’ and ‘how we can monitor this quality’, in collaboration with parents.

Friday 15th March 2019
Crowne Plaza, Wollaton Street
9:30am – 1:00pm – registration from 8:30am including a variety of refreshments.
Our partners Small Steps Big Changes (SSBC) are supporting to fund the event
therefore we are able to offer this at only £35 per person
for Nottingham City based practitioners.
It is a rare opportunity to see Professor Laevers, we do hope you can make it!
For more information and to book your place go to:
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears/cpd-training/spotlight-on-the-leuven-scales/
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Help with Recruitment
We can be so busy at times we may
miss things that can actually help us out.
Are you aware that one of the quick
links on our Early Years homepage links
straight to Nottingham Jobs Website
where you can advertise jobs for free?

Look out for our Early Years Stay Connected E Bulletin in the New Year….
Via the Early Years Stay Connected E
Bulletin (sent out fortnightly) we will be
asking providers to let us know about any
vacancies they have and will be
constructing a:
‘Stay Connected Recruitment Special’ in
February/March 2019.

The Principles of Safer Recruitment Training
Using feedback from Ofsted inspections and in line with the DfE’s ‘Working Together’ this essential
half day course has been specifically designed for Early Years practitioners involved in the recruitment
of staff or volunteers.
Covering key principles of recruitment it will support practitioners with their duty of care and actively
try to protect children’s welfare when selecting new people for the workforce.
Please Note the Re-arranged Date and Venue: Wednesday 23rd January 1:00am – 4.00pm at
Nottingham Nursery School and Training Centre
Book your place:
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears/cpd-training/pvci-nurseries-pre-schools-childminders-and-ooscpractitioners/
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Safeguarding Children
Recap on Recent changes to key guidance
The 2018 Autumn edition of the Early Years Newsletter brought you many safeguarding updates which
included DfE Statutory Guidance on Information Sharing, key changes - Working Together 2018, outcome
of Disqualification by Association consultation and a new video animation ‘Missing Appointments Matter’
To read these articles again download our Autumn 18 edition from:
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/media/1170185/autumn-2018-early-years-newsletter-final2.pdf

PVI DSL Network
Our termly CPD UK certificated DSL network supports PVI DSLs to get up to date information on any
Nottingham City Safeguarding Children Board news. The network also features guest speakers from
predominantly local organisations who support settings and families with a range of issues. All those that
attend receive a certificate detailing the content of the session and saves DSLs having to attend refresher
training every two years. It also gives DSLs an ideal opportunity to network with others giving vital peer
support as well as expert advice from Safeguarding Co-ordinator Karen Shead and John Matravers Strategic Lead for Safeguarding Childrens Integrated Services
Our guest speaker at November’s PVI DSL Network was Paulette from
Equation which is a local registered charity. To see the presentation for
this network please go to:
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears/safeguarding/
The next network will take place on: Wednesday 13th February 9:30am – 12:30pm
at Nottingham Racecourse
Please Note: all known DSLs will be automatically booked on to the Spring Term DSL Network, if you
wish to change your booking please contact eytraining@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

DfE Consultation:
The DfE would like your views to help the development of a voluntary safeguarding code of practice for
OOSCs. They would also like your views on accompanying guidance for parents, which sets out the key
questions they may wish to consider when choosing an out-of-school setting for their child.
www.gov.uk/government/consultations/out-of-school-settings-voluntary-safeguarding-code-ofpractice
The Safeguarding News Bulletin keeps subscribers updated on local events and news.
To subscribe go to www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/children-and-families/nottingham-city-safeguardingchildren-board/resources-for-professionals/ncscb-newsletters/
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Integrated Funding Process

SEND News

Providers will recall that the new integrated funding process requires moderation to take place prior to
application submission. The integrated process which mirrors the stages that school settings have
followed for some time enables a fair and impartial process for all sectors.

Moderation and application process
Stage 1: Identify the child requiring funding, complete SEND application using Early Years Outcomes
Stage 2: Setting contacts moderator (Mel Foulston or Sam Caig) to arrange convenient time for over
the phone moderation (duration approx. 15 minutes)
Stage 3: Moderator contacts setting and completes moderation from information provided over the
phone
Stage 4: Once moderation agreed the setting submits application via email to
eyfssend@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

Key dates
Deadline for moderation discussions. NB. moderation needs to
happen prior to submission of an application form

8th

Deadline for application submission - applications should be sent to
eyfssend@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

15th

Panel session

Friday
March 2019

1st

Friday
March 2019
Monday
April 2019

SEND Funding Workshops: Following your feedback, from March 2019 we will be offering SEND

funding application support drop in sessions before the morning SENCO Network session. Sam and Mel
will then be around for an hour after the afternoon network session to offer you any support in
completing your applications or answering any questions you may have regarding the application
process. This will replace the one off funding workshops that have previously been on offer.

Amendments Form: A new amendment form has is available on the Early Years website, please

see the link below, this is for you to inform us of any changes to a child’s hours or change of setting
including transition into school that may occur during the child’s allocated funding period. This will
ensure that we have the most up to date information and ensure that correct payments are made.
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/media/1170438/application-amendments-form-send-funding.docx
Don’t forget to book on March SENCO Network – we have special guests!
Checkout our website for all your SENCO training needs and more information about your SENCO
network!
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears/cpd-training/pvci-nurseries-pre-schools-childminders-andoosc-practitioners/
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2, 3 and 4 Year Old Funding
Our Early Years Website is regularly updated to keep providers aware of portal
opening and closing times, termly funding dates and key documents. Including
the Spring 2019 FAQs. To ensure that you are up to date please access:
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears/funding/provider-information-on-earlyyears-funding-for-2-3-and-4-year-olds/

Monthly Payments: The first term of the new payments process is now complete. As we
predicted, there were more invoices or smaller balance payments in the autumn term. We are
currently evaluating this with our task and finish group and will feedback at the upcoming business
Autumn
Funding
meeting.Term
The Important
current process
willDates:
continue to remain in place whilst we are in discussion.
A reminder that January and February will be estimate payments and your balance payments will be
paid in March. For more information, please refer to the monthly payments info sent out previously.



Payments: Your first part of the estimate payment was paid on 31st December; this will be
followed by one more part on the 1st February. Your actual payment will be on 15th March (this
differs slightly to the date stated in the provider agreement, but it was agreed via our consultation
group and was stated on the monthly payments information sheet)



Portal Opening and Closing: The portal is currently open for Spring term claims and will close
on 4th February. If you have not received your portal task email, please contact us asap on 0115
8764693.
Please remember that the portal is always open for 30 hour code checking and updating.
Once the portal has closed for claims, please make any amendments/additions when you receive
the confirmation report.

Please remember that the portal is always open for 30 hour code checking and updating.


Once the portal has closed for claims, please make any amendments/additions when you receive
the confirmation report.

Adjustment Form: Thank you to those who used the adjustment form last term to inform us of any
changes to your claim. Please remember to only use this form after the portal closure and confirmation
report stage as these are classed as late amendments and will not be included in your main payments.
The form can be accessed on the funding page of our website:
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears/funding/provider-information-on-early-years-funding-for-2-3and-4-year-olds/
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Funding: Important Dates for your Diary
PVI Early Years Business Meeting: Tuesday 5th February 2019, more details to follow. To
ensure you get a place on these vitally important meetings book now!
https://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears/cpd-training/pvci-nurseries-pre-schoolschildminders-and-oosc-practitioners/early-years-business-meeting/

Early Years CAPITA Portal Workshop: Please book on to this training if you are new to the
funding process or just need a refresh. The next training date is Thursday 28th March 2019,
details are in the Statutory and Core Section of your 2018/19 EYFS Statutory Framework
brochure, page 51 and on our website.
To book your place go to: www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears/cpd-training/pvci-nurseriespre-schools-childminders-and-oosc-practitioners/early-years-capita-portal-workshop/

New look for our Childcare Sufficiency Assessment –
Coming April 2019!
It is one of our statutory duties to undertake a Childcare Sufficiency Assessment (CSA)
and we annually produce this and publish it on our website, a full report one year,
followed by a refresh report for the following 2 years.
During Spring 2019, we will be sharing with you a new approach to our CSA duties, a new
bi-annual report card, which will be launched in April.
This report card will ask you to complete a short survey about your setting every Summer and
Autumn Term, to capture the times when you tend to have the highest and lowest participation
in your funded place provision. For each ward, the report will show trends in participation in 2,
3 and 4 year old provision, vacancy rates, eligible children locally and overall area developments.
We hope you will find this document more current and user-friendly to provide information
about your area and across the City. Any prospective providers also use such documentation to
guide them as to where any additional place provision may be needed.
The report card will be accompanied by an Annual Executive Summary Report and every 3 years,
a full Parental Demand Survey. This will replace our current CSA process, but enable us to
continue to meet our statutory duty.
Over the Spring Term, we will offer training sessions and guidance packs to support your
preparation of the report card survey and your EYFS Support Worker will continue to offer their
usual support to you.
Keep an eye on the Website and Stay Connected for further information coming soon!
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30 Hours
Local trends have long since shown that in the Autumn Term there is a dip in the number of 3 & 4 year
olds accessing early education provision compared to the Summer Term as children move into school and
that this dip is predominantly in the PVI Sector. This year is no different and the dipped trend for
movement in children accessing 15 hours provision has been mirrored for those accessing 30 hours.
Whilst the overall numbers of children accessing 30 hours provision has
dropped from 1570 places in the Summer Term to 1039 in the Autumn Term,
when compared to our 2017 data, we have an 8% increase in participation this
year for the Autumn Term.
When 30 hours launched in Autumn 2017, a lot of the parents accessing 30 hours places were those families
already using childcare provision and the main shift was in the hours they paid for, rather than getting them
into provision to start with. As we move through our 2nd year of implementation, we have fewer
‘converting’ places and more parents looking to access 30 hours provision for the first time or returning to
work to enable them to do so. This may require providers to revisit their business models or information for
parents around their 30 hours offer. There are a lot of resources on the Early Years website to support with
business modelling: (www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears/funding/extended-entitlement-30-hour-offer)
Nottingham City providers have a good record of validating codes when they are presented by a parent,
with 89% of all codes issued locally having been validated. However, only 50% of all validated codes have
resulted in a place being taken up in the Autumn Term. We are aware that the vast majority of the other
50% are children whose codes have been checked but they are not eligible to start until the following term.
We trust that if there are any eligible children whose parents have asked for a code to be validated and have
not materialised into a place, that you will have followed this up with them as part of your usual practice
with parents, but if any support is required, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

Early Years have updated the Provider Support Framework!
In order to continue to support the excellent quality of our ‘Good’ and’ Outstanding’ childcare settings
across the city, Early Years have created an ‘Annual Conversation’ tool. We are in the process of
trialling the ‘Annual Conversation’ and would like to say ‘thank you’ to those settings who are
supporting with their feedback
An ‘Annual Conversation’ visit will be offered to all early years providers who have a ‘Good’ or
‘Outstanding’ Ofsted grade. The purpose of the visit is for providers to engage in a shared professional
dialogue with an Early Years Support Worker. This is in order to explore and understand the setting’s
approach to monitoring the quality of provision, including the safeguarding and welfare requirements
and its place within self-evaluation including any improvement action planning processes.
We will be making contact with settings rated ‘Good’ or ‘Outstanding’ to offer the Annual conversation
visit. Look out for the official launch in the spring term. If you have any questions relating to the Annual
Conversation tool, then please contact your EYFS Support Worker who will be more than willing to speak
to you.
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Maths
Early Years News from:
National Centre for Excellence in Teaching
Mathematics (NCETM)

A new area of the NCETM website, focusing on how Reception age and younger children develop their
early mathematical thinking, has now been launched.
If you are not already a member it is free to join and will provide you with lots of help and advice to
help you with your maths teaching.

The aim of the new early years section is to help
teachers and practitioners in Early Years settings have a
clearer understanding of how children build early
number sense, and to provide tips on how best to
support that learning.

Written by Viv Lloyd (NCETM Assistant Director with responsibility for Early Years) and Dr Sue Gifford
(Mathematics Education Department, Roehampton University), the new pages break down early
mathematical learning into six main areas:







Cardinality and counting
Comparison
Composition
Pattern
Shape and space Measures

There is also a podcast to listen to, if you want to find out more:
How Early Years children develop mathematical thinking:
www.ncetm.org.uk/resources/52709
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EYFSP and Agreement Trialling

New to the EYFSP Training for F2s
Make sure your F2s who are new to the EYFSP are booked on to this essential training!
Giving F2 practitioners an option to attend either a morning or afternoon session this training is
essential for F2's who are new to the EYFSP.

Date

Time

25th January
2019

9.00am - 12.00pm

25th January
2019

1.00pm - 4.00pm

Venue

Book your place

www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears/cpdCastle
training/schools-and-academies-eyfsCavendish
teaching-and-learning-cpd-opportunities/

Dates for F2 Agreement Trialling
Please choose one of the sessions below and book via the link.
Please note that as last year all sessions will be held at Basford Conference Centre
(formerly Basford Miners Welfare) 55 Goldcrest Road, Cinderhill, Nottingham, NG6 8PT.
Parking available or 5 minutes walk from tram or bus stop.
Date

Time

22nd March 2019

9.00am - 12.00pm

22nd March 2019

1.00pm - 4.00pm

25th March 2019

9.00am - 12.00pm

25th March 2019

1.00pm - 4.00pm

28th March 2019

9.00am - 12.00pm

28th March 2019

1.00pm - 4.00pm

Choose one session and book your place

www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears/cpdtraining/schools-and-academies-eyfs-teaching-and-learningcpd-opportunities/agreement-trialling-dates/
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My Favourite Story Book
In this new feature members of the Early Years team and colleagues write about their favourite
children’s story book. Our Directors are always very supportive of the work that we do so this term
I am very pleased to bring you book reviews from two of our Education Directors.

Director of Education Services, Nick Lee wrote:
Most working days find me making some difficult decisions – but being asked by Louise to
write a review of a single favourite children’s picture book is probably the hardest
decision I have faced all year!
I have been fortunate to be reading stories to my own under 5’s over
a 25-year period. In that time fashions in children’s writing and
illustrations have changed, but the very best stories are timeless. And
a book such as Janet and Alan Ahlberg’s brilliant “Each Peach Pear
Plum”, that I loved sharing with my, now, 27 year old daughter, still
sits on the book shelf of my 8 year old son. Its wonderful rhyming text
is embedded in our shared memory bank and is usually quoted at
length whenever the subject of peaches, pears, plums (or Tom
Thumb) comes up in conversation!
Similarly John Burningham’s “Come Away From The Water, Shirley”, with beautiful pastel soft
illustrations and the funny juxtaposition of parental restrictions failing to dampen Shirley’s
wonderful imaginative adventures – never loses its charm. However, with my two young children
I have been fortunate to enjoy a new generation of wonderful children’s authors – favourites in
our house being Oliver Jeffers, Jon Klassen and particularly, Emily Gravett. I have therefore
chosen Emily Gravett’s “Monkey and Me” as my recommendation.

“Monkey and Me”
This is written in a simple and repetitive rhyming text that follows a little
girl and her toy monkey pretending to be an array of animals. What really
elevates the book is the quality of Emily Gravett’s illustrations.
Her depiction of the little girl and her monkey are immediately engaging for the very young; and
those of the animals are superb at capturing the essence of the elephants, kangaroos, bats,
penguins and monkeys that inhabit the pages. As with all of Emily Gravett’s books, there is a
surprising little twist at the end of the tale. This is a book that that with its use of rhyme and the
role playing of the characters, provides scope for children to fully interact with the text – they can
guess which animal the girl and her monkey are pretending to be, and act out ( as my children
always did) the animals themselves. A simple but charming and beautifully illustrated book that
captures the energy and imagination of young children perfectly.
Nick Lee, Director of Education Services, Children and Adults
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Education Director, John Dexter wrote:
When my children were small we all loved
the Nick Butterworth stories, but we wore
out the real favourite and we still have our
copy of

“After The Storm”
It’s the magical mix of animals and a park keeper, charmingly living through ups and downs,
which strike almost page by page
“….some of the rabbits looked close to tears…..”.
A storm, a plan, sunshine, a fallen tree, homeless animals, a plan, a stumble into the river, a few
lessons, a new home built together. Teamwork, hope, joy, resilience, friendship,
thoughtfulness, planning, organisation and perseverance (or should that be Percy Verance?
“ ...now this is my plan…”)

It seems to be crafted for little ones to join in (and they will learn the sayings and
phrases by heart even if they can’t read alone as yet).
Carefully written, beautifully illustrated, and with a grand pullout to discuss and talk
about at the end. At its magical heart, much like most good reads and maybe the key
to all special stories we remember as children, parents or teachers - great content,
even better shared.
My little suggestion would be to take it as the good story it is with small children but revisit
it with older ones. It will be an 'old friend' and teachers can tease out those actions of
teamwork, planning, resilience, leadership, hope.....but do that later, enjoy it for what it is too.
John Dexter, Director of Education, Children and Adults.
Many thanks to Nick and John from the Early Years Team!
We hope you have enjoyed reading about our favourite books. We would love to hear about yours
So if you can find time, don’t forget to drop us a line!
eytraining@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Please state ‘My Favourite Story’ in the subject header and we will feature it in future editions where
possible.
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City and Partner News
Changes to Nottingham City’s Ward Boundaries from 2nd May 2019

Nottingham City’s ward
boundaries will change for
the local elections on 2nd
May 2019.
Four wards will remain
completely unchanged, and
seven more (Aspley, Basford,
Bilborough, Dales, Mapperley,
Sherwood and St Ann’s) will
see small changes affecting a
small number of households.
The remaining nine wards will
see larger changes to their
boundaries or in some cases,
entirely new wards being
created.
The map opposite shows the
new ward boundaries with
names on the key below. The
current
existing
wards
boundaries are outlined in
red.
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Small Steps Big Changes –
Watch out for BIG Little Moments!
Small Steps Big Changes are getting ready with a city-wide campaign to promote good early
social, emotional and language development for 0-4 year olds…
As part of their work supporting social, emotional and language development, Small Steps Big
Changes are launching a city-wide campaign in February. The campaign is aimed at promoting
positive early social, emotional and language development in babies and toddlers.
The theory behind the campaign builds on social research developed through the FrameWorks
Institute. The campaign illustrates the ‘little moments’ everyday which can make a ‘BIG difference’ to
child development – hence the campaign strapline “BIG LITTLE MOMENTS”.
The campaign will be seen from mid-February, when the Big Little Moments campaign is launched
across all of the national A Better Start sites: Blackpool, Bradford, Lambeth, Southend and, of course,
Nottingham. The campaign has been developed in collaboration with all of the A Better Start sites,
FrameWorks Institute and 23Red - experts in developing behaviour change campaigns. The impact of
the campaign will be independently evaluated by Ecorys, an international research consultancy using
a multi-method approach.
Featuring a cast of friendly characters, the campaign plans to:
 Build understanding of early social, emotional and language development
 Increase the number and frequency of effective caregiving interactions; using 15 important
behaviours that make a big difference to a child’s social, emotional and language
development.
 The friendly characters and behaviours will be on the SSBC website
www.smallstepsbigchanges.org.uk and at venues across Nottingham when the campaign
launches on Tuesday 12th February 2019.
We will send a special E-mail Newsletter to Early Years settings to share the campaign with you. So
please look out for the Big Little Moments campaign and let us know what you think!

Integrated Workforce: Giving Nottingham Children the Best Start in Life!
When the commissioning responsibilities for children’s public health services transferred to the
Local Authority it presented a unique opportunity to consider how services could integrate and
work innovatively and holistically to help children get the best possible start in life. The
transformation plan around this agenda aims to establish and deliver the Best Start Service by
aligning the Children’s Public Health and Early Help services for 0-5 year olds in order to deliver an
integrated service model efficiently and effectively.
Watch out for further news on stakeholder information events that will be held in the spring, we
will keep you further informed via our Stay Connected fortnightly e-bulletin, also see SSBCs
December newsletter.
16

National News
New Education Inspection Framework for the Early
Years – What will it look like?

HM Inspector Wendy Ratcliff gave some insight as to what the new education inspection
framework, due to come in September 2019 will mean for the early years in a blog published
by Pacey early in January.
The inspector has indicated that:
 There will not be many changes
 They would like to reduce the workload for providers and will discourage excessive
paperwork
 Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector Amanda Spielman has said that The ‘curriculum’ (EYFS
Framework) will be at the heart of the new framework
 They will keep their definition of ‘teaching’ understanding that leaders and practitioners
decide how they will implement the curriculum for children to make progress

Ofsted will launch a consultation shortly, please check our Stay Connected fortnightly ebulletins and the Early Years Website for further updates.

Ofsted Official Statistics Published 27 and 29 November 2018
State-funded schools and childcare providers inspections and outcomes as at 31
August 2018
Some of the main findings included:
 86% of schools are good or outstanding.
 More than 9 in 10 providers on the Early Years Register were judged to be good or outstanding.
www.gov.uk/government/publications/state-funded-schools-inspections-and-outcomes-as-at-31august-2018/
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Improving the Home Learning
Environment

In November the DfE published guidance around improving the home
learning environment. The guidance is for Early Years Settings and Experts,
Voluntary and Community Sector Organisations and Businesses.
The guidance combines the latest evidence on the home learning environment (HLE) from the
experiences of those working with families, to help promote early language and literacy development. It
sets out an approach that organisations can use to inform their activities, to ensure that the advice given
to families is consistent and based on evidence.
Here is the link to the full article:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/improving-the-home-learning-environment
From the guidance:

Through the World Book Day
campaign, which distributes book
tokens to every child in the UK and
Ireland, 25% of children who used
their tokens to get a book reported
that it was the first book they had
ever owned

1 in 8 children in receipt of free
school meals reported that they
don’t own a single book at home

Studies also consistently show that
the following home learning activities
support children’s early language
development:
Toddlers who are read to or
shown picture books daily are
significantly less likely to be late
talkers at two and a half years

• Going to the library
• Painting and drawing
• Playing with/being taught letters
• Playing with/being taught numbers
• Songs/poems/rhymes
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For all your up to date Early Years News!

www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears/
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Calls for Evidence/Consultations/Publications
Open consultation
Out-of-school settings: voluntary safeguarding code of practice
Published 2 December 2018
From: Department for Education
Applies to: England
Summary

The DfE are seeking views on a draft voluntary safeguarding code of practice for out-of-school settings providers,
and associated parental guidance.
This consultation closes at 11:45pm on 24 February 2019

Consultation description:
Your views are sought to help the development of a voluntary safeguarding code of practice for out-ofschool settings (OOSS). Your views are also sought on accompanying guidance for parents, which sets out
the key questions they may wish to consider when choosing an out-of-school setting for their child.
An OOSS is any institution which provides tuition, training, instruction, or activities to children in England
without their parents’ or carers’ supervision, and that is not a:





school
college
16-19 academy
provider caring for children under 8 years old, which is registered with Ofsted or a childminder
agency

Contact Us…

The Early Years Team,
Nottingham City Council, Loxley House,
Station Street, Nottingham, NG2 3NG

Email: earlyyears@nottinghamcity.gov.uk
Website: www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/earlyyears
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