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Means of escape from dwelling

From the 1st July 2000 the requirement for means of escape from dwellings has been amended to improve
means of escape from all new dwellings and extensions.

Requirements

All dwellings and extensions shall have first floor windows suitable for means of escape.  In bungalows
rooms which connect to a hall which does not directly exit to an outside door requires windows suitable for
means of escape.

Achieving the requirement

The window should have an unobstructed openable area that is at least 0.33m2 and at least 450mm high and
450mm wide (the route through the window may be at an angle rather than straight through).  The bottom of
the openable area should be not more than 1100mm above the floor.

Typical details to meet the requirement for means of escape

  Crown Copyright reproduced with the permission of the Controlle
Regulations 2000 Approved Document B (2000) or from your Buildi
necessarily reflect those of the Department of the Environment, Tran
reference should be made to the relevant Statutory Document, which 

450 mm 450 mmminimum minimum

m 800mm minimum
top hung windowside hung windo

opening area not 
less than 0.33m2

       450  mm minimum           450  mm minimum

Opening area not
less than 0.33 m 2

    Side Hung Window    Top Hung Window
1100 mm maximu
w
1100 mm maximum
 800 mm minimum

 

r of Her Majesty's Stationery Office. Further information can be obtained from the Building
ng Control Officer. All views expressed in this document are those of the  Council and do not
sport and the Regions or any other Local Authority. In the event of any dispute arising,
contains a full statement of the Law.

internal floor levelInternal floor level


	Means of escape from dwelling

